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ORDINANCE NO.,_10_7_9 __ BILL NO. 2775, Draft 3 

A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22, 

KAUA'I COUNTY CODE 1987, AS AMENDED, 
BY ESTABLISHING A NEW ARTICLE RESTRICTING THE USE AND SALE 

OF POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE CONTAINERS 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF KAUA'!, STATE 
OFHAWAI'I: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 22, Kaua'i County Code 1987, as amended, is 
hereby amended by establishing a new Article to be appropriately designated and to 
read as follows: 

"ARTICLE_. 
RESTRICTING THE USE AND SALE OF 

POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOOD SERVICE CONTAINERS 

Sec. 22-�.1 Findings and Purpose. 

Polystyrene foam is neither degradable nor compostable and its disposal 
poses a significant risk to the environment and life forms throughout the food 
chain. Due to its lightweight nature and ability to break down into smaller 
fragments, polystyrene foam has significant negative impacts on the 
environment, and contributes to the potential death of marine animals and 
avian populations through ingestion. 

The Council finds that foam food service containers should be regulated 
in order to protect the County's unique environment, the health and welfare of 
its marine and avian life, and to promote public health, reduce litter, and 
support increased diversion of organic waste by encouraging the use of 
environmentally preferred alternatives. 

Food providers are encouraged to switch from polystyrene food service 
containers to compostable food service containers. The Director shall publish 
a list of available suitable compostable alternative containers by June 1, 2020. 

Sec. 22-_.2 Definitions. 

Whenever used in this Article, unless the context otherwise requires: 
"ASTM Standard" means the American Society for Testing and 

Materials (ASTM). 
"ASTM Standard D6400" means the ASTM specification for plastics and 

products made from plastics that are designed to be composted in municipal 
and industrial aerobic composting facilities. 

"ASTM Standard D6868" means the ASTM specification establishing 
the requirements for labelling of materials and products (including packaging), 
wherein a biodegradable plastic film or coating is attached to compostable 
substrates and the entire product or package is designed to be composted in 
municipal and industrial aerobic composting facilities. 

"Compostable" means materials that are able to undergo biological 
decomposition or become part of usable compost in a safe and timely manner, 
either in an appropriate composting program or facility, or in a home compost 
pile or device. For foodservice containers containing plastics to qualify as 
compostable, such food service containers must meet ASTM Standard D6400 
for Compostable Plastics or ASTM Standard D6868 for biodegradable plastic 
film, as amended. 
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